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deal with real problems that confront
the people of Texas or the people of
Oklahoma or the people of the United
States of America?

Now, that doesn’t mean we come up
here and leave our principles behind. It
is just the opposite. I am not sug-
gesting for a minute, in the interest of
compromise, that we leave our prin-
ciples behind, but there is a lot we can
do, consistent with our principles, to
help pass legislation which will have a
very positive impact on the American
people.

The President mentioned issues such
as trade as something we can work on
together. But little did I imagine that
the powers that be would pick on an
anti-human trafficking bill in order to
try to divide the Senate—in order to
peel off the 12 Democratic cosponsors
who didn’t even vote. Many of them
didn’t even vote for the bill.

In other words, they were for the
bill—enough to cosponsor it—and then
this morning they did not vote to see
the bill progress to final passage. I
don’t know how they can explain that
or, frankly, how they can reconcile
that in their own conscience, recog-
nizing that this legislation was de-
signed to help vulnerable children, by
and large, who are victims of what we
call modern day slavery—sexual, eco-
nomic bondage.

This legislation was designed not
only to rescue them but to help them
heal and begin a path toward a better,
more productive life. That is why this
morning I said I really felt this was a
vote for the soul of the Senate.

I cannot imagine any Senator who
does everything they have to do to be
elected to get to serve here—the hard-
ship for your family, raising money,
and all the stuff you have to do to get
here—and then to squander it by refus-
ing to take a step to help the most vul-
nerable people who exist in our coun-
try. It is just beyond my imagination.

But I am afraid this is more than
about a piece of legislation. There is an
idea here in the Democratic leadership
that they really don’t want the Senate
to be able to function. They don’t real-
ly want us to be able to pass legislation
or solve problems. What they want to
do is to have the talking point that
after the last election nothing has real-
ly changed in the Senate—that it is
just as dysfunctional as it was when
they were in charge.

I am happy to say I am optimistic—
despite this morning’s vote—that we
will begin to make some progress as
soon as next week, when we will, I
think, take the first step to pass a
budget. It will be the first time a budg-
et has been passed since 2009.

I am grateful to the majority leader,
the Senator from Kentucky, for saying
that we are going to come back and
vote again and again and again on this
human trafficking bill until it passes.
He is not going to schedule the nomi-
nation confirmation vote on the next
Attorney General until such time as we
get this passed.
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Unfortunately, that is what this
place has degenerated into—everybody
looking for leverage to try to get a lit-
tle bit more of what they want, and in
the process, the very people we are sup-
posed to be trying to work for and try-
ing to help get lost.

I am very disappointed. This is not
why I came to the Senate. This is not
the kind of Senate I want to serve in.
This is not what my constituents—the
26.9 million people I work for in
Texas—sent me here to do. They expect
more of us. They deserve more of us. I
hope, now that this initial vote has
been cast—thank goodness for the four
Democrats who broke ranks with their
leadership on that side of the aisle and
decided to vote to advance this legisla-
tion, but we still need two more. We
still need two more brave Democratic
Senators who are going to defy their
leadership and not simply follow them
off the cliff.

This is what, from a practical polit-
ical standpoint, I don’t understand.
One reason why Republicans are in the
majority now is because, frankly, the
President’s policies were repudiated in
the last election and the people who
ran for reelection as incumbent Sen-
ators didn’t have a record of accom-
plishment they could point to. So what
they were left with was a referendum
on the President’s record which they
followed down the line, and they had
nothing else they could point to that
they actually had done on the Senate
floor because the Senate had been
locked down and no amendments, no
good ideas, no votes occurred. We lit-
erally had a U.S. Senator from Alaska,
for example, who was running for re-
election after serving in the Senate for
6 years who could not point to a single
bill or amendment that bore his name
that had been passed. So when people
wondered, What are the issues in this
election, they were left with the Presi-
dent of the United States saying: My
policies are on the ballot, even though
my name is not. Then we had the in-
cumbent U.S. Senator with no record
of accomplishments separate and apart
from that referendum on the Presi-
dent’s policies, and that referendum—
the President’s policies—lost and the
people who enabled them and supported
them.

Frankly, I really don’t understand
the calculation of our colleagues on the
other side who have now slavishly
voted according to the dictates of their
party leadership and said no to the vic-
tims of human trafficking who would
have benefited from that legislation. I
don’t know how they reconcile that in
their minds. I don’t know whether they
have had sleepless nights worrying
about it or whether their hearts have
become so hardened, whether they have
become so accustomed to this sort of
mindless partisanship that they don’t
even think about it anymore.

Thanks to the majority leader, we
are going to have another opportunity
for them to rectify their “no’’ vote. All
we need is two additional Senators who
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will vote to progress this legislation

given the next opportunity. So I hope

our colleagues will reconsider.
———

RECESS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
stand in recess as under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:04 p.m., recessed until 2:15 p.m.
and reassembled when called to order
by the Presiding Officer (Mr.
PORTMAN).

———————

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING ACT OF 2015—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Ms. STABENOW. Thank you, Mr.
President.

First, let me say Happy St. Patrick’s
Day to all my friends and family and
colleagues in the Senate.

(The remarks of Ms. STABENOW per-
taining to the introduction of S. 758 are
printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Ms. STABENOW. I yield the floor.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

THE FUTURE OF COLORADO AND AMERICA

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, in 1893
Katharine Lee Bates made her way up
the slopes of Pikes Peak and first
wrote the words to one of America’s
greatest patriotic hymns, poeticizing
“purple mountain majesties’” and
‘“‘amber waves of grain.”’

One hundred years ago, Enos Mills
helped preserve ‘“‘mountain scenes of
exceptional beauty and grandeur,” giv-
ing to the country the crown jewel of
American splendor, Rocky Mountain
National Park.

For over a century, visionaries such
as John Iliff helped to settle the high
plains of Colorado, described by Ian
Frazier as a ‘‘heroic place,’”’ an expanse
of splendid isolation with unparalleled
sense of space and generations of pio-
neers.

This is Colorado. From west to east
and north to south, the beauty, herit-
age, and vitality of Colorado calls and
beckons across our Nation and the
world to those looking and longing for
a place to call home, to live and work,
to visit and vacation.

Our love for Colorado drives us to be
better stewards of the land, to reach
for solutions to great challenges, and
to find optimism in every vale and val-
ley. For generations, we have chal-
lenged our sons and daughters to al-
ways look up—look up to that great
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